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SUBJECT: JOURNALISTS VISIT TO DIEGO GARCIA 

REF: SINGAPORE 3371 

1. FCO REPORTS THAT U.S./UK INFORMAL AGREEMENT ON 
TREATMENT OF JOURNALISTS' REQUESTS FOR VISITS TO DIEGO 
GARCIA SEEMS TO BE BREAKING DOWN. IN RECENT CASE FCO 
REFERRED A BRITISH JOURNALIST TO THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT 

PUT HIS NAME ON THE LIST OF JOURNALISTS WHO HAVE REQUEST- 
ED A VISIT TO THE ISLAND. THE JOURNALIST LATER SAID 
THAT OSD HAD REFERRED HIM BACK TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE. 

FCO (AND EMBASSY) UNDERSTANDING IS THAT ALL REQUESTS 
SHOULD BE REFERRED TO OSD. PLEASE ADVISE IF THIS POLICY 
HAS BEEN CHANGED. 

2. FCO WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE ANY CURRENT USG THINKING 
ON ANY POSSIBILITY OF JOURNALISTS VISITS NOW THAT 
CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON EXPANSION IS COMPLETED. 

RICHARDSON 
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